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Just Price Theory in Medieval Economy
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OzZET

Orta ¢ag filozoflari, fiyat ile yalnizca, hammadde ve Uretenlerin isgilicii bedellerinden ibaret olan bir tretim
maliyeti konusu olarak ilgilenmislerdir. Yine de ilk skolastikler, sadece tiiccari degil bununla birlikte ticaretin
kendisini de giinahkarlik olarak gérme egilimi igindeydiler. Augustine (345-430), tiiccar, sadece kendi emek
glcunl karsilayacak kadar kar etmelidir, diye agik¢a bildirmistir. Boylece, pek ¢ok tlccarin hilekarhk ve
sahtekarlik iginde yalana siruklendigine isaret ederek, ticaretin kendisinin bir glinahkarlik igermedigi sonucuna
varmaktaydi. Thomas Aquinas (1225-1274) da, adil olan fiyati, o andaki pazar bedeline gore hesaplanarak satilan
mallarin degerine esittir, seklinde aciklamaktaydi. Her seye ragmen para ve zenginlik hirsi hala élduriict siddette
bir glinahkarhkti, ag¢gozlulik ve tamahkarlik, kinamanin gézde konulari arasindaydi. Skolastikler, 6zel milkiyeti
agikga savunmus ve ticareti miimkiin kilan tticcarin emek gayretine denk uygun bir kazancin elde edilmesine de izin
vermislerdi. Ancak, kanaatkarligi ve sadeligi asarak zenginlige agilan ticari ugrasi, yine guinahkarlikti. Skolastik
ekonomi dusiincesinin etkisi, alim ve dzgilirligline biyik dlglide izin vermis olmasiydi. Pazarda gegerli olan fiyatin
adil olmasinda israr etmisler, ihmh karlarin her yéniyle yasal oldugunu bildirmisler, adil olmayan bir fiyati
yurirluge gegirmedigi siirece de pazarliklarin serbestce yapilmasina izin vermislerdi.
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ABSTRACT

The scholastics related the price of an article only to the cost of production, that is to say the price of the raw
materials and the labour of the producer. Though the early scholastics had been inclined to regard not only the
merchant but trade itself as sinful. Augustine (345-430) declared that the merchant ought to make a profit as
compensation for his labour, and also pointed out that the fact that certain traders were guilty of fraud and deceit
didnot make trade itself sinful. Thomas Aquinas (1225-1274) declared that a price is just which is equal to the
value of goods sold according to the estimation of the market price at that time. Avarice, however, was a deadly
sin and the condemnation of covetousness a favorite topic. The scholastics defended private wealth and allowed
the merchant a fair return for his labour, but the immorate quest for riches was a sin. The effect of scholastic
economics was to allow the merchant considerable freedom in buying and selling. They insisted that in practice
the just price was the current market price, declared that moderate profits were quite licit and that bargaiing
should be unresticted unless unjust price could be invoked.
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